
Easter Bible Reading 

 

John 20.v 1-16 (GNB) 

 

Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

taken away from the entrance. She went running to Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and told 

them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don't 

know where they have put him!” Then Peter and the other 

disciple went to the tomb. 

 

The two of them were running, but the other disciple ran 

faster than Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over 

and saw the linen cloths, but he did not go in. Behind him came 

Simon Peter, and he went straight into the tomb. He saw the 

linen cloths lying there and the cloth which had been around 

Jesus' head. It was not lying with the linen cloths but was 



rolled up by itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached 

the tomb first, also went in; he saw and believed. (They still 

did not understand the scripture which said that he must rise 

from death.) Then the disciples went back home. 

 

Mary stood crying outside the tomb. While she was still 

crying, she bent over and looked in the tomb and saw two 

angels there dressed in white, sitting where the body of 

Jesus had been, one at the head and the other at the 

feet. “Woman, why are you crying?” they asked her. She 

answered, “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know 

where they have put him!” 

 

Then she turned around and saw Jesus standing there; but 

she did not know that it was Jesus. “Woman, why are you 

crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who is it that you are looking for? 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said “ sir if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will 

get him.” Jesus said to her “Mary.” She turned towards him 

and cried in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni” (which means Teacher). 

 

 

Reflection on the Reading 
 

The story of the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth after lying 

dead in a rock tomb from Friday until Sunday morning is, by all 

human measures, impossible. The majority of the world’s 

population don’t believe it and wouldn’t vote for it being true.  

 



But that doesn’t mean it didn’t happen. 

 

In those 40 or so days when Jesus’ risen body walked the earth, 

talked, ate, drank, laughed, sat, walked through locked doors, 

made breakfast, showed his wounded hands and side, healed 

but still visible… 

 

At least 22 named or identified individuals saw the risen Jesus 

with their own eyes, heard him with their own ears. Five or six 

hundred in total saw him alive.  

 

Millions have since experienced the living Jesus with them in 

good times and bad. 

 

We hope he is with you. 

 
[Adapted by kind permission Revd Dr James Bruce 

Transitional Rector Cartmel Peninsula Benefice] 

 

 


